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Little Tokyo Service Center Unites Community, Empowers Lives with 15th Annual ‘Sake 

on the Rocks’ Fundraiser 

LOS ANGELES - On July 28, 2023, Little Tokyo Service Center (LTSC) hosted its 15th annual 

Sake on the Rocks fundraiser. Over 850 guests attended the open-air sake and food tasting 

festival in DTLA’s Little Tokyo neighborhood, which featured 23 sake breweries from across 

Japan and over 20 local LA food and beverage vendors. The event saw great success thanks to 

the support of many dedicated sponsors, donors, and volunteers. In conjunction with an 

upcoming virtual silent auction, Sake on the Rocks will have raised close to $400,000 for 

LTSC’s programs and initiatives that empower people and communities in need. 

Erich Nakano, Executive Director of LTSC, said, "For us, Sake is more than just a fundraiser, 

but a time to engage and enjoy the company of old and new friends, partners and the 

community." 

With Mutual Trading Co. Inc., providing the sake, guests’ all-inclusive tickets included unlimited 

food and drink, access to knowledgeable sake sommeliers (including sake brewers from Japan), 

a live DJ, and an exciting ‘Iron Chef’-style shochu cocktail contest hosted by actor Derek Mio. 

“The community gave me my start as an actor, so I feel it’s only right to give back however I 

can. It’s always great to be able to bring people together, so it’s been really gratifying to see the 

community come out. Some people are seeing each other for the first time in 30 years!” Derek 

said. 

The event opened with a sake barrel breaking ceremony and celebratory ‘kanpai’ toast led by 

The Honorable Kenko Sone, Consul General of Japan in Los Angeles. Guests then enjoyed a 

lively night filled with food, drinks and community spirit, with many returning guests. 

“This is my third time at Sake on the Rocks. I love seeing so many people I know from different 

community organizations. These organizations coming out to support and serve food from their 

restaurants is a great way to offer folks a taste of Little Tokyo in one night. I definitely plan to 

come back,” said Mia Barnett, co-chair of Okaeri, a Nikkei LGBTQ+ community organization, 

who competed in the shochu cocktail contest. 

Betty Avila, LTSC Board Member and former Executive Director of Self Help Graphics & Art, 

shared, “My favorite part of this event is being able to see the people who love LTSC, and also 

the culture and all of the businesses being supported. LTSC is a highly human-centered 

organization, so for me it’s an honor to be on the board, and it’s even more special to think 

about the way they support all of these other community organizations, important businesses in 

Little Tokyo, as well as all of the neighborhoods LTSC is present in.” 
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Yuko Kaifu, President of Japan House, said, “Originally, I was going to stay for a short period of 

time, but I was having so much fun… I ended up staying until the end. Both Consul General 

Sone and Mr. Taki of JETRO were impressed by the large turnout for a fundraiser, the 

abundance of food and beverages, and the truly wonderful event. The staff and volunteers were 

also very impressive, working hard and with single-minded dedication. I truly enjoyed the event.” 

### 

ABOUT LTSC 

For over 40 years, Little Tokyo Service Center (LTSC) has provided a safety net of social 

welfare and community development services to empower people and communities in need. 

Starting with its home in Little Tokyo, LTSC preserves and strengthens the unique ethnic 

communities of the Southern California region where people, culture and collective future 

matter.  www.LTSC.org 
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