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Innovative Affordable Housing Rehabilitation at 700 Simmons Pilots Alternative 

Ownership Model in East Los Angeles 
 

Fideicomiso Comunitario Tierra Libre, Little Tokyo Service Center, and LA Community Land Trust Coalition 

Mark Milestone in Affordable Housing Preservation 

 

LOS ANGELES, CA – October 24, 2024 — Fideicomiso Comunitario Tierra Libre (FCTL) and Little Tokyo 

Service Center (LTSC), in partnership with the LA Community Land Trust (CLT) Coalition, proudly 

announce the completion of the rehabilitation of 700 Simmons Ave., an 11-unit building of Naturally 

Occurring Affordable Housing (NOAH) in East Los Angeles. This rehabilitation marks a significant 

achievement under the LA County Pilot Community Land Trust Partnership Program. 

 

A Ribbon Cutting Ceremony will be held at 9:30 AM on Thursday, October 24, 2024, at 700 Simmons 

Ave. to celebrate this transformative project and the broader efforts to secure permanently affordable 

housing for low-income communities. Special guests will be District 1 Supervisor Hilda Solis, the County 

of Los Angeles CEO’s Office, the Los Angeles County Development Authority, Wells Fargo Foundation, 

the Nonprofit Finance Fund, NeighborWorks, and tenants of the Simmons building, who were all 

essential contributors to the completion of the rehabilitation.  

 

A Collaborative Effort for Housing Stability 

 

The 700 Simmons Ave. rehabilitation is a crucial development of the LA County Pilot Program, initiated 

by the Board of Supervisors in November 2020 with an allocation of $14 million to acquire and preserve 

unsubsidized housing. This innovative program empowers Community Land Trusts (CLTs) to purchase 

properties at risk of falling into the speculative market, rehabilitate them into safe, healthy homes, and 

maintain them as permanently affordable. 

 

“The acquisition and rehabilitation of 700 Simmons Ave. has been life-changing for the families who 

lived through years of neglect under the previous landlords. Our work has ensured that tenants are not 
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displaced and are actively involved in decisions about the future of their homes,” said Roberto Garcia-

Ceballos, Co-Director of Fideicomiso Comunitario Tierra Libre. “When we acquired the building, it was in 

a dire state, with structural issues that posed significant risks to residents. By stepping in, we were able 

to prevent potential disasters like fires and other health hazards.” 

 

A Model for Homelessness Prevention and Community Stability 

 

The LA CLT Coalition, comprising organizations like FCTL, has partnered with experienced Community 

Development Corporations (CDCs), such as LTSC, to maximize capacity and expertise in acquiring and 

rehabilitating properties.  

 

“We are proud to lend our expertise to this project in partnership with FCTL,” said Erich Nakano, 

Executive Director of Little Tokyo Service Center. “FCTL's efforts to grow community ownership in East 

L.A. align with LTSC's vision for self-determination in communities of color. We hope this CLT model can 

pave the way for safe, stable and affordable housing in L.A.'s ethnic and historic communities.”  

 

The success of the LA County Pilot Community Land Trust Partnership Program is already evident: 

preliminary findings from a report by the Liberty Hill Foundation show that CLTs and their CDC partners 

have stabilized housing for over 110 people by acquiring 43 units through this initiative. 

Supervisor Hilda Solis and former Supervisor Sheila Kuehl have been instrumental in driving this effort 

forward, recognizing the urgent need to address the growing risk of homelessness by preserving existing 

affordable housing. The program is filling a critical gap in the housing ecosystem, particularly for smaller, 

unsubsidized properties like 700 Simmons Ave. 

 

“We need more innovative ideas to address the affordable housing shortage,” said Justine Gonzalez, 

Executive Director of Philanthropy & Community Impact at Wells Fargo. “When Wells Fargo heard this 

project needed additional funding to complete the rehabilitation, we saw an opportunity to help fill the 

gap so residents could remain safely housed within their community.”  

 

“This project is a prime example of how community ownership models can transform housing security 

for vulnerable families,” added Garcia-Ceballos. “The residents of 700 Simmons Ave now have the peace 

of mind that their homes will remain affordable indefinitely. This program is a powerful tool in 

preventing homelessness and ensuring that working families can continue to live in the neighborhoods 

they helped build.” 

 

Looking Ahead: A Scalable Solution for Affordable Housing 

 

The LA County Pilot Community Land Trust Partnership Program presents a scalable solution to 

preserving affordable housing and preventing displacement. By maintaining deep affordability and 

creating pathways to potential homeownership, especially for BIPOC communities, the program 

represents a bold new approach to addressing the housing crisis. 

 

As the program continues to evolve, it holds the potential to reshape the housing landscape in Los 

Angeles by ensuring long-term affordability and stability for low-income households. 

 

### 



 

ABOUT LTSC 

For over 40 years, Little Tokyo Service Center (LTSC) has provided a safety net of social welfare and 

community development services to empower people and communities in need. Starting with its home 

in Little Tokyo, LTSC preserves and strengthens the unique ethnic communities of the Southern 

California region where people, culture and collective future matter. www.ltsc.org 

 

ABOUT FCTL 

Fideicomiso Comunitario Tierra Libre (FCTL) was formed in 2019 by predominantly women, immigrant 

families, activists, and community-based organizations in Boyle Heights and East Los Angeles, who 

made a strategic decision to pursue housing justice and work on an alternate pathway towards 

sustainable and affordable housing by choosing a community land trust model. www.fctl.la  

http://www.ltsc.org/
http://www.ltsc.org/
http://www.fctl.la/

