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Multi-Racial, Cross-Neighborhood Coalition Celebrates Big Wins as City Council
Approves Updated Downtown Community Plan

For media inquiries contact Grant Sunoo at gsunoo@ltsc.org

LOS ANGELES - On December 4, 2024, Los Angeles City Council finalized the Downtown
Community Plan update (DTLA 2040), which will be the land use plan and policy guiding new
development in Downtown LA until 2040 and serve as a model for equitable development for
future community plans all across the City. This landmark achievement marks a significant win
for the years-long, cross-neighborhood collaborative efforts of Central City United (CCU), which
represents low-income community members from Skid Row, Chinatown, and Little Tokyo. “DTLA
2020 represents a fundamental change in how the City approaches city planning towards a
more community centered framework and will lead to the creation of tens of thousands of
affordable housing units needed for residents in Los Angeles. The plan’s adoption will play a
major role in helping to solve our City’s affordable housing and homelessness crisis,” stated
Faizah Malik, managing attorney at Public Counsel.

CCU is led by the Los Angeles Community Action Network, Skid Row Now and 2040, the
Southeast Asian Community Alliance, and Little Tokyo Service Center, with legal support from
Public Counsel. Since 2017, CCU has been advocating for an inclusive and equitable future for
Downtown LA through the Community Plan. In the process, CCU has lifted up the voices and
concerns of Downtown’s poorest and most vulnerable residents - immigrants, seniors, youth,
low-wage workers, and the unhoused.

“I worry about my future, so many friends and neighbors are being priced out and pushed out.
When new developments come in, they are for wealthy people and never benefit families like
mine. This new plan will ensure that new developments will be required to build affordable
housing and include other things like green space, or day care centers that our community
needs,” said Jiayi Zhou, SEACA youth member.
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The history of land use planning in the City of Los Angeles - like cities all across this country -
has created patterns of segregation and enforced systemic racism. DTLA 2040 represents the
City’s efforts to reconcile with that past and a significant step toward a more inclusive and
equitable downtown. Thanks to CCU'’s efforts, DTLA 2040 ensures vulnerable residents benefit
from new development through a new community benefits fund and program that includes
strong affordability provisions, anti-displacement and tenant protection policies, protections for
community serving-small businesses, and a commitment to racial equity that includes a new
program and ongoing review of the plan.

“The communities of Skid Row, Chinatown, and Little Tokyo have long fought the forces of
gentrification aimed at displacing our communities and that go against what our communities
need. The Downtown Community Plan is an important milestone for community-centered
planning. Adopting the 2040 Plan is only the first step, our resolve for equitable communities will
last through every day of implementation,” said Pete White, Founder and Executive Director of
the LA Community Action Network.

Together, CCU developed the People’s Plan for DTLA with specific policy and program
recommendations focused on their shared priorities: affordable housing, homelessness
prevention, displacement avoidance, cultural preservation, economic development, community
benefits, and racial justice.

“Small businesses are an important part of what makes Little Tokyo unique. We appreciate that
the DTLA 2040 plan recognizes this and has created policies and programs to protect our
community serving small businesses while allowing for growth and change,” Carol Tanita, owner
of Rafu Bussan, a Little Tokyo small business.

The final Downtown Community Plan adopted by City Council on December 4, 2024 includes a
number of community-responsive policies and programs originally proposed in CCU’s People’s
Plan:

e Promoting development of new affordable housing through a graduated inclusionary
housing program that adjusts to changing market conditions.

Prioritizing affordability for residents at highest risk of homelessness.
Creating a new category of Acutely Low-Income for affordable units that targets the lowest
income community members.

e Requiring 1:1 replacement of any demolished affordable housing units and tenant
protections to prevent displacement as a result of lost units.

e Creating a new zone in part of Skid Row, also known as the X1, which will ensure that a
minimum of 80% of new housing units will be income restricted affordable units.

e Requiring that new affordable units are actually affordable to low-income communities by
utilizing the lower HCD Schedule 6 rent schedules.

e Replacing the Transfer of Floor Area Rights (TFAR) program with a more equitable and
transparent Community Benefits Fund to incentivize important community needs including
additional affordable housing, economic development, small business protections, and other
community-identified benefits.



e Creating tools to support mom-and-pop, community-serving small businesses and street
vendors.

e Ensuring that new open spaces are publicly accessible and inclusive of amenities for all
users - including low-income families, seniors, and the unhoused.

e Creating a new Racial Justice and Equity Program that provides a harm analysis and
reduction framework (similar to environmental review) to identify and mitigate potential
racialized impacts.

“DTLA is a flagship plan that represents a major shift in city planning and sets a new standard for
future plans. In addition to meeting technocratic goals such as housing units produced, DTLA 2040
explicitly looks to address key social issues including rectifying the City’s history of racial segregation
addressing the homelessness crisis through land use planning,” said Grant Sunoo, Director of
Community Building and Engagement at Little Tokyo Service Center.

To read more about the CCU People’s Plan, visit: https://www.centralcityunited.org/
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