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Keiro and LTSC Urge Community Members to Apply for FEMA Assistance and LA
County Debris Removal Program Before March 31 Deadline

LOS ANGELES - Keiro and Little Tokyo Service Center (LTSC) are urging community
members affected by recent disasters to apply for FEMA assistance and sign up for
LA County’s Debris Removal Program before the March 31 deadline. These
programs provide critical aid for those recovering from disaster-related damage, including
financial assistance and debris cleanup support.

Individuals and families who experienced property damage, displacement, or loss of
essential belongings may qualify for FEMA assistance, which can help cover housing
repairs, temporary housing, medical expenses, and other urgent needs.

Additionally, LA County’s Debris Removal Program offers free cleanup and removal
of damaged structures, hazardous materials, and debris from disaster-affected
properties. Homeowners must sign a Right of Entry (ROE) form by March 31 to
authorize the County to access and clear their property. Failing to sign up could result
in out-of-pocket costs for cleanup.

"Many in our community may feel hesitant to apply or assume they won’t qualify," said
Peter Gee, RN, Director of Service Programs at LTSC. "But submitting an application
keeps the door open. Even if you don’t think you need assistance now, applying ensures
you can access resources later if your situation changes. The deadline is firm—after
March 31, these opportunities will no longer be available."

"Keiro is pleased to enhance its partnership with LTSC by expanding the scope of its
mental health program to include case management and advocacy for those impacted by
the January fires. Both organizations are deeply committed to addressing the long term
needs of older adults and caregivers suffering from loss, disruption and displacement,”
said Beverly Ito, president & CEO of Keiro. “We join LTSC in this call to action. Submit a
FEMA application by March 31 to give yourself additional time to explore your options
and seek advice.”

How to Apply for Assistance:
FEMA Assistance:

¢ Online: Visit www.DisasterAssistance.gov

¢ By Phone: Call the FEMA helpline at 1-800-621-FEMA (3362)

¢ In Person: Disaster Recovery Centers are open to the public Monday — Saturday
from 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM.
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o UCLA Research Park West, 10850 West Pico Blvd., Los Angeles, CA
90064

o Altadena Disaster Recovery Center, 540 W. Woodbury Road, Altadena,
CA 91001

LA County Debris Removal Program:

e Sign Up for Right of Entry by March 31: Visit LA County’s debris removal
program website

e Call for Assistance: US Army Corps of Engineers has established a Debris Call
Center to help answer questions regarding Private Property Debris
Removal. Hours of operation are from 6:00 AM to 6:30 PM; call 213-308-8305 for
assistance.

LTSC is available to provide guidance and language support for those who need help
navigating the application process. Community members can contact LTSC at 213-473-
3035.

Hitt

ABOUT LTSC

For over 40 years, Little Tokyo Service Center (LTSC) has provided a safety net of social
welfare and community development services to empower people and communities in
need. Starting with its home in Little Tokyo, LTSC preserves and strengthens the unique
ethnic communities of the Southern California region where people, culture and collective
future matter. www.ltsc.org
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