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Little Tokyo Service Center Celebrates  

Grand Opening of Santa Monica & Vermont Apartments,  
New Affordable Housing in East Hollywood 

 
 
LOS ANGELES (April 30, 2026) –Today, nonprofit developer Little Tokyo Service Center 
(LTSC) celebrated the grand opening of its Santa Monica & Vermont Apartments (SMV), 
a transit oriented, mixed-use 100% affordable housing development with community-
serving commercial space. SMV is located adjacent to the Metro B Line station at Santa 
Monica Blvd. and Vermont Ave. in East Hollywood, and is a collaboration with Los 
Angeles Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro).  
 
LTSC’s Santa Monica & Vermont Apartments includes two buildings with 185 income-
restricted affordable apartments (targeting households who earn 50% or less of the area 
median income) and two property manager’s units above 20,000 square feet of 
community-serving commercial space. Residential units consist of studio, one-, two- and 
three-bedroom apartments. Half of SMV’s 185 units is permanent supportive housing for 
people who have experienced homelessness, with on-site services provided by Housing 
Works. Amenities include on-site supportive services, community space, retail space 
prioritizing local businesses, and a federally qualified health center providing dental and 
vision services to the East Hollywood community.  
 
This project was made possible with permanent funding from the City of Los Angeles 
Housing Department through Measure ULA and Proposition HHH, the Housing Authority 
of the City of Los Angeles Section 8 Program, the State of California Department of 
Housing and Community Development and Strategic Growth Council Affordable Housing 
and Sustainable Communities Program, the California Tax Credit Allocation Committee 
and Debt Limit Allocation Committee, Bank of America, the Federal Home Loan Bank of 
San Francisco, and U.S. Senator Adam Schiff.  

 
“We’re honored to contribute a community asset to the East Hollywood neighborhood. 
Santa Monica and Vermont Apartments provides affordable, safe and dignified homes 
with access to supportive services and high-quality transit, along with ground floor space 
for local small businesses and community facilities,” said Takao Suzuki, Little Tokyo 
Service Center Co-Executive Director. “LTSC is proud to complete the first affordable 
housing project using Measure ULA funds, as we continue to address LA's urgent 
housing affordability crisis.” 
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“The Santa Monica Vermont Apartment project is one of Metro’s largest Joint 
Development projects to open to date, and it is already changing the lives of hundreds of 
Angelenos,” said Stephanie Wiggins, CEO of Metro. “Housing is desperately needed in 
LA County, and we’ll keep marching forward toward our goal to build 10,000 units of 
housing near Metro stations before 2031.” 
 
“Housing Works is delighted to collaborate on this development that will bring folks 
‘home’. LTSC has been a true partner throughout this process, and we look forward to 
building community together,” said Celina Alvarez, Executive Director of Housing Works. 
 
“Congratulations to Little Tokyo Service Center for this incredible milestone and 
accomplishment. Addressing the lack of affordable housing is a top priority for me in the 
Senate and projects like this are crucial to tackling the housing crisis Californians are 
facing. I’m proud to have supported this project as a member of the House of 
Representatives. I’ll keep pushing for federal funding to make projects like this 
possible,” said Senator Adam Schiff. 
 
"HACLA is proud to invest $49.5 million in rental assistance to this transformative 
community that gives people experiencing homelessness a place to call home," said 
HACLA President & CEO Lourdes Castro Ramirez. "This project reflects our commitment 
to expanding affordable housing for Angelenos while fostering vibrant communities close 
to public transit. We are grateful to Little Tokyo Service Center for their leadership and 
dedication to providing families with the opportunity to rebuild their lives." 
 
“This incredible project, led by our long-time client Little Tokyo Service Center, brings 
important resources to the East Hollywood community – from affordable housing for 
working families and permanent supportive housing for the formerly homeless residents, 
to onsite services and even a health center. Bank of America provided much-needed 
construction and equity financing to help make the Santa Monica & Vermont Apartments 
a reality for hundreds of Angelenos,” said Garrett Gin, Bank of America Los Angeles 
market executive.   
 
“Before moving here, we were living in a small studio apartment, paying high rent and 
juggling bills each month for a household of four. But everything changed once we moved 
into Santa Monica and Vermont Apartments,” said Ginger, a resident at Santa Monica 
and Vermont Apartments. “This new home has brought us stability – financially, 
emotionally and mentally. My children now have their own rooms, and for the first time in 
a long time, there is a sense of calm and security in our home. We are no longer just 
getting by. We are planning for our future.” 
 
LTSC celebrated its 45th anniversary last year, with SMV Apartments growing its 
affordable housing portfolio to 1,200 units across Los Angeles. SMV’s affordability, 
supportive services, community-serving commercial space, and neighborhood 
engagement truly reflects LTSC’s mission to create positive change for people and 
places.  
 
For more information about Santa Monica & Vermont Apartments, please visit: 
www.LTSC.org/SMV. 
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About Little Tokyo Service Center 
For over 45 years, Little Tokyo Service Center (LTSC) has provided a safety net of social 
welfare and community development services to empower people and communities in 
need. Starting with its home in Little Tokyo, LTSC preserves and strengthens the unique 
ethnic communities of the Southern California region where people, culture and collective 
future matter. www.LTSC.org 
 
About Metro 
The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) is building the 
most ambitious transportation infrastructure program in the United States and is working 
to greatly improve mobility through its Vision 2028 Plan. Metro is the lead transportation 
planning and funding agency for L.A. County and carries nearly 1 million boardings daily 
on a fleet of 2,200 low-emission buses and six rail lines. The latest October 2025 
customer experience survey showed that customer satisfaction has risen to 87%. 
 
Stay informed by following Metro on The Source and El Pasajero 
at metro.net, facebook.com/losangelesmetro, x.com/metrolosangeles, x.com/metroLAaler
ts and instagram.com/metrolosangeles. 
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